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Van Helmont and Lasswitz
One common view of the scientific revolution is as a period in which the "mechanical philosophy" came ever more to dominate the natural sciences. Ortus medicinae, in which he came to grips with the Helmontian theory of evaporation. As Lasswitz pointed out, Van Helmont asserts in his Gas aquae that water cannot be turned into air, but it can be attenuated to the point of becoming "vapor" or if still more rare, "gas".
These products are merely "extenuated water",
